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To describe the RigMarole
CAMH20 as a “fluorocarbon Hook
Link” is a bit of an injustice as it
has a unique advantage of the
numerous others on the market...

... ‘well it's not a new product” |
hear you say and you are correct, in
fact, it has been around for nearly
twenty years now but it is still a very
innovative Fluorocarbon Hook Link
never the less...

Before | discuss the details and
results of some fairly unscientific

but rigorous testing | have carried out on the CAMH20, let me state that
this is a completely independent review of a product | only got hands-on
with in Holland back in 2023 at Carp den Bosch of all places and only
then because the RigMarole Team, including the owners, happened to
be staying at the same hotel as | was, and we got chatting over a few

beers..!

iigMaroie

-~
latkingCarp

| then visited their stand at the show
and had a demo and play with their
range of products of which, two
stood out to me.. the first being

the excellent and again, unique,
FreeFall Braided tubing, which has
been reviewed in issue 91 of the
Magazine already and can be read
here... https://online.pubhtml|5.com/
kzxy/jwrj/index.html#p=85 ...and the
subject of this review the CAMH20..
and here is why..

Along with a certain ‘Stiff Boom’
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product, | use a Fluorocarbon as
AT the ‘Stiff’ section for my Ronnie

SN0 Rigs and also for my ‘Combi’ Rigs,
o, 20 the two of which | use almost
exclusively in my fishing as they
bring me good results. The biggest
pain the arse however, is the fact
to straighten the rigs means | have
to boil the kettle, regardless of

whether | need a brew or not...!!

You all know the scenario, you want
to get the Fluorocarbon ‘Boom’
section or the Rig itself nice and
straight or maybe you want to get that killer ‘Curve’ in to the Choddy, so
it's kettle on, wait for the steam, hold the rig over while stretching it out/
curving it and then carefully get it set-up on to the Leader/Line ready
for casting... Okay, admittedly it doesn’t take more than a few minutes,
five at most (depending on your burner and the air temperature) but it is
still a pain in the arse.. But... CAMH20 changes all that in an instant, in
fact, you do not even need to carry the burner or kettle with you as the
unique bit about the Fluorocarbon Hook Link is you simply ‘Pull It' and

it stays pulled.. in other words, is

then becomes and stays straight...

or alternatively, you simply curve it e

with your fingers and it stays, well, K,

...now, that is not just unique to a — A
fluorocarbon, it is also time saving "

and makes using certain rigs an AN e
absolute breeze... but that is where NN 3

| had the problem and was one of o~ St %\ \

the main reasons | never tried the 220

CAMH20 over the many years it has

been about.
-~
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My concern was that
by applying tension

to straighten the
material for whatever
rig | was using, was

| constantly weaking
the line as the stretch

~ was possibly causing
- the fluorocarbon to get
thinner and therefore
~. weaker and also, |

- wrongly presumed it
was just a gimmick, a
bit like | did with the
FreeFall Tubing but
after trying the CAMH20 at Den Bosch and having the opportunity to test
it to destruction, at no cost to me, | was quickly sold on the benefits of
such a material.

Home Testing — The Prep...

For the purposes of this review, RigMarole kindly sent me a spool of the
Fluorocarbon in both the breaking strains that they offer, 15lb and 25Ib. At
the time of writing this, | have only tested and used the 25Ib version. The
reason being, the 15Ib is too thin, in my opinion to use as a boom section
for either a Ronnie or Combi rig but would be great as a Fluorocarbon
Hook Link for say the ‘D Rig’ or similar, it is just not a rig | use much, but |
will get around to doing similar tests.

For the 25Ib version, | created several ‘full rigs’ of the Ronnie, Combi

and Chod type and | also created lots of ten inch (10”) Hook Links with
Loops at each end created by using the Figure-Eight knot or using a
0.06mm Crimp or a combination of the two and | also constructed several
Hook Links with swivels on each end attached via the Figure-Eight knot,
Palomar knot (a personal favourite of mine) and crimps and again, a
combination of all of them, i.e. a Crimped Loop one end and a Palomar

-~
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Knot the other etc. etc.

| then proceeded to
destroy all of them with
a ‘Direct Pull Test’. This
means loading the line
under a direct pull and
not via a Rod, Reel and
Main Line set up.. The
Device | used was a
calibrated “Digital Force
Meter” set to measure
and hold the maximum
force applied at the point
of the CAMH20 failure..
in other words, to display
the force at which the
line snapped...!
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As the Spool is marked in pounds (Ibs) that is the unit of measurement |
used on the meter. To replicate the conditions of the tests, the meter was
fixed to a solid surface at all times and the Rigs or Links were all of a very
similar size, give or take 5mm.

The results were pretty convincing and the failure point on all were

very similar except for one and | will come back to that one. It is worth
mentioning at this point that nearly all breaking strains indicated on any
fishing line, be it Braid, Coated Braid, Mono Main Line or Fluorocarbon
is quoted as being the “Knot Strength” and often with a manufacturer
recommended knot. The CAMH20 does not give a recommendation for
the type of knot, hence why | tried a few variations and neither does it
state it is suitable (or not) for use with Crimps, again the reason | tried
them. For the record, | used the 0.06mm crimps from Korda (Krimps) and
the same size from RC Tackle and both fitted and crimped the CAMH20
as would be expected.

y >
latkingCarp
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The Execution

Each Rig/Link was tested in the same way by either attaching the Loop
or Swivel to the Force Meter and then using the same Puller Tool on the
other end.

The Force meter was reset and zeroed each time and then the hook

link was pulled as evenly as possible (by hand) until it snapped...! The
screen would then show the maximum force applied at the time the break
occurred.

| did this for each one and kept a record of the knots used and which end
the break occurred nearest to...

The Results

It is safe to say the results | got has given the greatest confidence to
include the RigMarole CAMH20 Fluorocarbon Hook Link as part of my
Rig making for the Ronnie, Combi and Chod.

For each set-up the break always occurred above the knot or crimp and
always within 2 to 10mm.. never in the middle and never at the same end.

The Knots

Each type of knot appeared
to fail in the same way, with
the line always breaking
above the knot regardless of
the type of knot or whether it
was just a loop or attached

to a swivel. Failure always
occurred between 22.8lb and
23.71b but remember, the knot
itself, never failed and that is
where the breaking Strain is
measured by the manufacturer
on some pretty expensive and
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very accurate equipment... and not by some bloke in his albeit “posh”
Shed..!

The Crimps

Keep in mind that RigMarole makes no statement about using crimps of
any description with the CAMH20 and this was just to satisfy my own
curiosity as | have done with numerous makes of fluorocarbon Hook Link
with some success but some massive failures too...

The Hook Links that were knotted at one either as a loop or to a swivel
end and Crimped at the other the same, broke at the knot end between
22.7lb and 23.6lb... but... the links that were crimped both ends to form

a Loop, consistently, and | tested four of these to be certain broke within

1 to 2mm of either end but at a pull rate of 23.8lb to 241b.. the best |
managed of any of the tests, which was a genuine surprise | felt the
Crimps would be the weakest and was fully expecting them to slip as they
do on numerous other fluorocarbons..!

The Rigs
This was interesting as the Ronnie version which used the CAMH20 as
a boom and was attached to the Force Meter Loop first and the Hook
was then pulled with the ‘Puller’ |
always broke exactly the same
as the bare links, close to the
Loop Knot or Crimp, always with
a few ounces of the others and
never at the hook end...! failure
was between 23.11b and 23.8Ib
However, the Combi-Rig

was more of a concern... |
constructed the rig in two ways,
both of which are my ‘normal’

.... the first is to join the
Uncoated Supple Braid and for

-~
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this | was using a 25Ib hook link (not from Rigmarole), to the Stiff Boom,
in this case the CAMH20 via the Albright Knot and the second method

| use, which allows me to change the Hook without scrapping the whole
Link is using the ‘Loop to Loop’ method and | usually crimp the stiff
section to create the loop and as the crimps had performed so well on the
CAMH20, | did this for the testing...

The knotted version performed well but surprisingly, it was the Uncoated
braid that failed.. at 21lb. The failure happened closer to the knot than the
hook. | only did this test once.

However, it was the loop-to-loop test that shocked me the most and that
is because the CAMH20 failed at the point where the two loops met and
it literally snapped clean at just 17Ibs... the only explanation for this is that
the Uncoated Braid with that amount of direct force simply sliced through
the Fluorocarbon.. | repeated the same test but using a ‘Coated’ Braid of
25lb and this time, the coated braid gave way, in front of the loop knot at
22.7Ib, again this was not RigMarole Braid.

That One Test...

Now, | said | would come
back to one of the rigs and
that was a Chod, or at least
my favourite and most
successful ‘Chod’ | have
ever used... the “Double
Stiff’ Chod..!

This is tied exactly as you
would any other Chod

Rig but you ‘Double-Up’

the Fluorocarbon or Chod
Filament etc. You still tie

off to the large eyed swivel
using a two turn ‘Blood Knot’
and you curve it in the same
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way, although unless you are using CAMH20 you will need to put the
kettle on....

...anyway, | tied this with the CAMH20 just to see if | could and it was
easy to work with and curve and when tested on the force meter, it broke
just below the swivel knot but at 36.8Ib which was impressive and a real
shock to me. | tried this twice and the second went to 37.4lb.. so that’'s
another one for my rig box.

Earlier Concern

To address my earlier mentioned concern about the CAMH20 weakening
by pulling it to straighten it, | took a 30cm length and created a loop at
each end using the figure-eight knot.. | then pulled until if gave way. As it
always snapped close to one end, | simply re-tied the missing loop and
repeated six times until | was down to around 15cm... the final breaking
point was recorded at 23.6lbs which was consistent with the results from
a single pull, so it definitely does not weaken when you straighten it and
let’s face it, you are not going to pull it until is snaps to straighten it are
you..?!

Conclusion

| informed RigMarole that | would be doing this review and that | would
use the figures from my testing and they had no issues, even though

they have not been given the heads-up of the results. From what | can
determine, | would have and do not have any concerns adding the
CAMH20 to my Tackle Box and have already landed two Carp on a short-
day session using it as a boom for a Ronnie.

For a Fluorocarbon that is not specifically designed for use with Crimps,

it is impressive that is works so well but | am equally at ease with using
various knots. | have always been told that any Hook Link that can handle
up to 14lbs on a direct pull is more than adequate for Carp Fishing
purposes as to get a direct pull to that level is near impossible through

a rod and line.. so, lines that are consistent between 23Ib and 24Ib on a
direct pull are more than enough land even the biggest Carp, in fact, it

is more likely that your knot will be the cause of any failure or something

-~
latkingCarp
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sharp in the water.

Testing Context

To add some context to the testing of the CAMH20, | also tested three
other brands alongside but as this review isn’t about them or a direct
comparison, they will remain nameless.... Two performed very similar
to RigMarole even though they were a different type of Fluorocarbon
and needed to be steamed, and one, to my utter amazement performed
poorly braking several times at least 5 to 6lbs below the stated strength,
which was not expected...! Same Knots, Same Length and Same Test
process.. in fairness, none of them failed directly at the knot though..!

LINKS

RigMarole
Instagram - @rigmarole_uk
Web: - https://www.rigmarole.co.uk

Instagram - @mark_carper257
Instagram - @talkingcarp.magazine




